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Restaurants Going Out
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] g in the city's South End
neighborhood kececme
th2naxtrastaurant
capital of the Northeast?
BY RLEXAMNDRA HALL

Ar s core, oston has zlwrs heen a
dty of moular neighborhoods. Fut
"-‘ll'.'l": SIrce . Canss .“N'I TSN ‘.(]llﬂ":"‘
ance dearly Cefinzd those geographical
Lowsdarics. waday mestavrants ane the
andmarles. A sen of the dry 5 commu-
cad lood Lixaion? To ke sure But navie
aating that way con mase for micky
susiiess when the culizary landscape s
evelving as m-»'t’“'y a0 1s m aneighbor-
nood like dhe Soucs Emd,

Crisscrossed -mth knek welkways
md Vicorian rownhouses, e anes’s
Tremont Strect has heen a dining
dasting:ion for almose owo decades,
with olaczs like Famersley’s Hismro
and Laarus, But the maos: dynamic evo-
luzics is under way a few BMocks aver m
the strerch known, however chezkily,
A frizmt)'y crow anct homespun dishes €5 Sa'Wa (South Znd’s Wasaingron Swreen), where seemingly vvery vtha buildig
take the ca«w st Flour Bacery + Cale is unde: cons ruction, and the first wewes of renovarors have settled in to form

& bona fide neighborboo:!

Among e sioncas wes PO RFPURLIQUE, with us nmble of gleaming Sud-
dha statues and Litschy nght in Sa'gon decor, which paved the way by deawing the
cie's hippest, must divesse aoowds. “hey still come for the feanef] bur mnp:n. e
pie and brucizg lychoe Martinis .mJ now have 4 new nzisorn o sy ewted: O
Vivtar Saxlsous, who led everyone o Madennz ta Imelda Maros a Siamr:w
Pancess, his =vsswhile Beverly Hills spor, ~as recently whes up behind dwe aove, »




Restaurants Co ng Out

Unicn sar and Grille
enctls at upscale
New Encland b stro fara.

Setle in ar one of the ang wonden
ables ane sampk the msules of Sod-
sook’s labors The shamp enrsy ane
Laama [roess wics mango-ponespple
saka are collisions of sherd and mellow
flavoss. And the creSodkoos L i
are sl here, sull pepulzr and 520l
ad dictive. The ovaas ze speicg wlls, s
examole, ae fillad with velvety =aw tung
avocado slabs, and Frsh wasab and
packaged in crispy, fzather-dight Cough,

Ve steps awery at URION RAR AND
GRILLE, a mwrz patenty chic (hutno lex
energene) vike awairs Owmers Serh
YWoods, Jell Gates, i Mail Buane, wlon:
with chef de cuisine Stephen Shovmen,
T v oot the fiest wouencaby posh
plece in the arca—and halances ot with
simple dlisbes 108 uive New Engla-d
food made comemporay,” savs Shermen.
“Nothng “arcy, s basic end gocd.”

Sinze opening with a huge spleh
two veas ago, Unien hes gnecelully
wallied the linz beeween cozmonalitsn
a~d enmfy. The kar may be pacses thees-
beautiiulpeople deep, but the strecm
hned dnmg, raors—all ~vars e quare
chancelivrs and shiny black banquenies
18 surprmgly pomo-fres.

Lilew.se, the vemu, Dig imo e
Alasken halihut wich mauak: mush-
woms, Eoglsh peas, wdnie, amd
grren parlic butrer to teste juat how
Iesh sty prepared lish can be Toe
burgers, pl.mp ewo-fiered affairs of beef mixad with smolzy andouille sansaze, coze
Vermaont cheddar Nat nich enangh o you? The Fananz crcam pie comes smoth-
erad with Valrhoma chocolate ganache.

Rutker pron” r=ar the ne ghborhood lacks nothung on the medem biswro hout
can bz found a few doors down a; the brickwalled cAFFE UMERA, Cecked with
calla lilics and linar light fixzurzs Over the years, chef and swner | ara Brenran
las tun sove o e wewds mest respecaad kichens, Anid now here she is. with
har own sophisticates but eversc-sonthing, Medirorrancan 3por
wially wopewen e plase,” sus Brennan, whe Dest lewmed o coo< ar age en
fror= Zer mother "Gu know, [ood that's casy to car every mgh: of the week, but
» same 83
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trstzs ke something a licle specia.




brennaz’s chshes are built to fil thar very
bill, anc: it shows 'n con=try French azd Iehian
oflerings (ke war 1 guan cheese [lan wizh black
wumpet and saiitaks wuslrovims, Even fer sel-
ads (lize the arichoke, prosciurce, end arugula)
sing with Inensiy a3 does her maditioncl cas-
souket. one of the moet deeply flavored casset-
ing versions this side of Gascony

Aead even deeper o cnmbon feo |-

Restaurants Coing Jut

Cnwds are already buzzing ower the creatively twaaksd Spanish Avings
AT TURC (TTPress tme, alate -August openia was plarned). “It's
basically a Barceloa Lapias ol ” says chzf and ownar Ker 0Angar,
oF Uio ana JUni fame. “Vary down and dirty style—and inexsens ve *
Oringrr and chief de culsins John Cricchley will be wnlpping up tiny

P arec oF *ash Fricd ani foro with black-olive oil and pickled pumgkin,
and making clrurr plays on mo/e with a savory ¢hozo ate-crnonzo pate
sktrercd ovar rillad bread. Sut the moat aurhentic thing ahout che
fSsmat restaiwant will e Uwe gurden terrace gut back. Thats wnere
You 8l sure vy +ind Iate-grazing locals s/ ppina from the all-3pan sh wine

ry doam the sueer, where [one Ching, owner
anc! jus oy chefof SLOUR BAKERY + CAFE, has
recently starned serving dinner: The micimalist
apace (cheery povader-bhuc walls, gargarman chalksoerds, 2nd a hand ul ol simple
bles) cote nothing te detraet attenton froee s focal poin:: the coustey, Laced up
vath pastry and plactess of sprcizls.

The neighbarhzoc not sonpisiug v, is eating i ap, Do sc yourself by oderng
any of & handlol ol wmazing breacs Chewy pecan-rasin loaves and thick crusted
county 1olly aciong cherm) or plises heaped with ma saac, redskinned poratoes,
and fresh pess, If the oven frind bustenmilk chicken with honcythywe-glazed canons
s on the spacials boarc, don't even think twice. Dro the mistic hockleberry tat

Cne of the ggest beneficizries of rhie area’s i ssamy Las been THE RED
FEZ. A pmovy, hummussslinging hangont during the 705, i was wumed inio &
warchmese fon decacdes when e veightorbiood ook 2 downmm. But in 2002 the
lez was cebown, and wow i's o kvorite once more for is exctic. cancke'it setring,
Cullplay sounces of of the Morocean tiling, and Patsmn rugs and lanzems fans
wide windows. The Middle Zastem dishes draw their cwn erewd: smezedes such as
traditionel chickem-almornd bak tumovers lead the way 10 Mo ocean spiov-raboed
skirt stzck and hartssz-mannared ©omish gare sec

As much as Naston’s Sauh Znd loves @ renovazion, it all but fals 1o its knees
lor a promising newcower. One cularary gence the area lacked for sore “me was
lain foud. That's zn oversight row rectified by STELLA. MNamed after the baby
daughia of ¢hel and owner Evan Deluty (his fisst beby & the suceessful Feacon | 1ill
biseo Torch), the white-keguerfilled space 15 a study in lralan mod. “Thew ane so
many dak end red d ning rooms ont there,” savs Deury. “We wanted L joom 1o
feel refresting and the foad o teel appneschal de

And approachable it is' Seasocal specalies like rvioli with pumplin, gear cheese,
and [rinal sugye e s easily underswocd as they are consumed Or just marvel ovor the
Roman poawes—banched in chickan siock, Jacked up with galic anel herbs,
smashad and then sautéed in olive oil. They've enspy o-tside, Muffy ancl soft insicle

ICs a spot fer averyone, where locals frel mamforable all toe twe,” says
Dcluty. ““cople mn the South End lave o 22r ontso mmec b Ane. Wiehingron Streer nas
nerome i3 own thng its own neighbohood. We want 10 encourage that” m

Alexaridra Hal!, tw furmer jowd editor of Boston Magazine, & curvanily the Boston editor
of DaivCendy, a Hfesede - Aty

lisLuntlmicnight (1704 Washington St.)

COFFE UMERA
1545 Washington St
7 08 U7
caffoumbra corr

FLOJR EAKERY ~ CAFE
1595 'Washinton St
617-267-4200
flaurtaksrycom

PEO REPJBLIOUC
1917 Washing tan St
A1T-28%.000%

phorepubligue nac

THE RED FEZ
122Wasrirgton st
E1/-555 6060
trerzdez com

STl

1525 Wasnington 5t
S7-23777T
sonomdella oom

LNION BAR ANC GRILLE
15357 Weshington St
BI7-425-055
unnrestavratt.com




